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PRINCE REGENT NATIONAL PARK — SURVEY RESULTS 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.14 am]: I take this opportunity to inform the 
house of a recent survey in the Kimberley, which has revealed some very encouraging results about the region’s 
mammal species. The stunning Prince Regent National Park on the remote Kimberley coast contains more than 
half the mammal and bird species found in the entire Kimberley region. We now know that many threatened 
native species are thriving there, thanks to information released in January 2016 by the Department of Parks and 
Wildlife. Golden-backed tree-rats, golden bandicoots and northern quolls were found to be prospering. One of 
the most important finds was the discovery, by remote cameras, of the Kimberley sugar glider, which has never 
before been recorded in the park. 

The survey was carried out at Mt Trafalgar, an escarpment surrounded by sea and rugged sandstone that can be 
reached only by helicopter, as well as Cascade Creek near the famous Kings Cascade on the Prince Regent River, 
and other sites. Trap success was high, with some interesting native species such as the Kimberley rock-rat, the 
scaly-tailed possum and the northern brown bandicoot recorded at Cascade Creek, and the threatened 
brush-tailed rabbit-rat recorded at Mt Trafalgar. These finds and others highlight the importance of the 
government’s Kimberley science and conservation strategy, which is helping us learn more about the unique 
values of the region. Indeed, Parks and Wildlife and the Dambimangari traditional owners have been working 
hard to manage Prince Regent National Park, with Dambimangari rangers participating in surveys in 2012 and 
2014. The remoteness of the country, along with proactive fire management, has kept the area almost entirely 
bushfire free for eight years. 
The government is collaborating with traditional owners across the Kimberley to manage and protect 
conservation estate and create Western Australia’s biggest system of marine and terrestrial parks. As part of this 
ongoing effort, Prince Regent National Park is proposed to become a part of the new Kimberley national park, 
covering more than two million hectares. I look forward to updating the house on further developments in the 
Kimberley as we learn about, manage and promote this special part of the world. 
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